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WARNING! Use the blade guard for every operation for which it can be used, 
including all through-sawing.

Using Your Saw Using Your Saw

Install the blade guard as described on page 32. 
The guard shell is mounted to the spreader so 
that it can pivot freely to automatically adjust to 
the height of the workpiece (up to 31⁄8 inches 
high). Both the guard shell and the limit rod can 
pivot upward to a balance point where they will 
stay without further support. This allows you to 
change the blade without removing the guard. 

The spreader helps minimize kickback by 
preventing a workpiece from pinching or shifting 
into the back of the blade. The spreader also 
supports a set of large and small anti-kickback 
pawls to further minimize kickback. The large 
anti-kickback pawls can be disabled or held out 
of the way by rotating them upwards and guiding 
them into the catches on either side of the blade 
guard (see Fig. 68). The small anti-kickback 
pawls may be disabled by raising the blade 
slightly so that they do not contact the wood. 

To use the blade guard, set the blade elevation 
and tilt angle to the desired settings and, if 
necessary, swing the blade guard shell down so 
that it rests on the table or insert. If the limit rod 
is up, rotate it down as well and push on it until it 
snaps into place as shown in Fig. 69. Make sure 
the limit rod is locked in place before use. 

Cut the workpiece as described beginning on 
page 51. The guard will “float” on the top of the 
workpiece as the workpiece passes under the 
guard. The limit rod will prevent material that is 
taller than the height of the blade from entering 
the blade guard. The guard shell is constructed 
of clear polycarbonate to allow you to clearly 
see the blade and the workpiece as it passes 
under the guard. After making the cut, the cut-off 
portion of the workpiece may be held beneath one of the anti-kickback pawls. In this case, turn off the motor 
and wait until the blade stops before pushing the cut-off portion past the anti-kickback pawl.

 Using the Blade Guard
Using the blade guard is one of the most important steps you can take to prevent injury. Many table saw injuries 
occur when the blade guard is either not being used or not being used properly. The blade guard on your 
SawStop® Professional Cabinet Saw was designed to have a narrow profile that allows you to use the guard 
even when making narrow rip cuts (see Fig. 67). As a result, there are only a few situations where the blade 
guard cannot be used (e.g., dado cuts, rabbet cuts, and extremely narrow cuts).
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 Your blade guard comes equipped with a dust 
collection port for superior dust collection above 
the table surface. The dust collection port extends 
out the back of the blade guard just above the 
spreader (see Fig. 70) and is designed to 
accommodate the end of a hose or pipe. 

 The blade guard works by redirecting dust through 
a dust channel formed in the guard shell above the 
blade. Below the dust channel the guard closely 
surrounds the spinning blade to create a powerful 
airstream that drives dust into the dust channel 
and out the port (see Fig. 71). 

 Keep the guard shell clean and free of dust to allow unobstructed viewing of the blade and workpiece. For 
successful operation, the spreader must remain flat, and the blade guard shell, blade guard shell side extensions 
and anti-kickback pawls must pivot freely. If any portion of the blade guard ceases to function properly, replace 
or repair it before continuing to use the saw. When not in use, the blade guard can be stored by inserting the 
bottom of the spreader in the outer slot of the accessory tool holder mounted to the side of the saw (see Fig. 38 
on page 26).

 The design of the blade guard creates such a 
powerful airstream that it effectively removes 
dust even without a vacuum system connected. 
However, for best dust collection performance, 
connect a vacuum hose or pipe to the dust port. 
The end of a hose or pipe may either be inserted 
into or slipped over the end of the dust port. The 
inner diameter of the dust port is 1.25 inch and the 
outer diameter is 1.5 inch. Select an appropriately 
sized hose or pipe and press it firmly on the end 
of the dust port (see Fig. 72). The dust port is 
shaped for press-fit connections and will hold the 
hose or pipe in place.
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